Charge by Rep. Gonzalez | 

Army May Be Supplying 
Free Guns to Rightists i 



| By Robert L. Asher > 

| Washington Post Staff Writer I 

A Texas Congressman has, 
charged that the Army mayj 
inadvertently be handing out 
free guns and ammunition to 
Klansmen, right wing extrem- 
ists and “other nuts” because 
of “negligent and slipshod” 
controls. 

Democratic Rep. Henry B. 
Gonzalez also blasted Army 
officials for what he termed 
evasiveness in the face of his 
repeated inquiries about the 
Pentagon’s program that sup- 
plies civilian gun clubs with 
arms. 

Having fired questions at. 
the Army for more than two 
years about its weapons dis- 
tribution, Gonzalez branded 
the Department’s answers as 
“sometimes evasive, often 
slightly less than candid and 
invariably slow in coming.” 

Target of the Congressman’s 
attack is an Army program 
begun in 1903 that supplies 
guns and ammunition to clubs 
affiliated With the . National 
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Rifle Association to promote 
civilian marksmanship. 

There is no assurance, said 
Gonzalez, “that right wing ex- 
See GUNS, A4-, Col. 1 
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| tremists or other nuts cannot! of tl^e^PauHRe-vie^ Associated 
| come together to form a S. 

Iclub, gam easy admission intogRieeke Jr., who urges mem- 
Ithis program and begin receiv-jbers to “stock up on rifles 
T n § thelr 9 u °ta of free guns! shotguns, pistols” to make 
hnd ammunition.” Organizers! their households “armed ar- 
of some right wing groupslsenals ,’’ has been urging such 
have urged their members to - 
[join National Rifle Association 
blubs. 



Under the Civilian Marks- 
manship Program, more than 
60 million rounds of ammuni- 
tion are given away and thou- 
sands of small arms lent to 
private gun clubs each year, 
Gonzalez said, at a cost of $2 
million borne by the taxpayer. 

“How does the Department 
of the Army or the Depart- 
ment of Defense know whether 
or not a local gun club is 
made up of Minutemen or some 
other collection of extremists 
or fanatics? They do not know,” 
the Congressman declared. 

The fiery Texan said he has 
ioncluded the military has no 
Bea whether the ammunition 
Js being used for target prac- 
ee, stored in secret ammuni- 
on dumps, sold to racists or 
Voters or shipped to foreign 
Governments.” 



ction. 

Association’s Reply 
Though no one has linked 



Government in Dark 

The Government and the 
taxpayers have “no way in the 
world of knowing who the 
?ersfin§^g^ying free 



400,000 

guns ana ammunition are or 
wha-'TlTer^SP^doing with 
their military aid,” Gonzalez 
charged. 

Both the Army and the 
Association have steadfastly 
denied that any extremists 
have infiltrated the gun clubs, 
hut Gonzalez and others who 
have tried to investigate the 
program emphasize that no 
complete records of member- 
ship or methods of control 
ever have been made public. 
I The Senate Judiciary Sub- 
committee on Juvenile Delin 
fluency, headed by Sen. 
{Thomas J. Dodd (D-Conn.), 
jgyhich also has-been attempt- 
ing to pin down the Army’s 
gun control procedures, has 
lumped into the same blank 
wall, aides report. 

A request by The Washing- 
ton Post for a list of affiliated 
gun clubs drew replies that 
the files were too massive to 
release, but that all applica- 
tions for the program were 
carefully screened, 
j But other checks have sur- 

I aced statements and letters 
iy leaders of armed groups 
irging followers to join the 
association to gain access to 
Weapons and ammunition. 

For example, the founder 



him to the Army program. 
Gonzalez once asked the Army 
if Riecke was a member of 
that organization. Association 
vice president 
Srtir^SJW^aSSSe^was an “an- 
nuffl-'Tftfftiber.” 

I Not only that, said Orth, “he 
alparowtiy. of I 

... y .^^£^p^i«§s,Qcia-! 
t igns,^ a na aside from being 
effeSSFEric, I know of no reason 
wfiy he should not be.” 

Orth stressed that the As- 
sociation does not subscribe 
to the Yeomen’s philosophies, 
adding that an investigation 
of the organization pointed to 
the conclusion that the group 
“has no stature.” 

Association officials also 
argue that the Association’s 
membership application forms 
for clubs require signatures of 
the president and secretary of 
each new group and the names 
of prospective members. But 
they acknowledge investiga- 
tions by state officials vary in 
degree. 

As for the Army’s National 
of 

.BiQg, Practice, which oversees 
the m®]j§0rfans!hip program, 
Gonzalez and the Dodd sub- 
committee have noted that as 
many as half the Board’s 
members often are Rifle As- 
sociation members too. 

Relied on Association 

When initial inquiries were 
ade two years ago about 
the 
rely 
' the 
ine 
jible. 
reports were 
numerous calls and letters, 
Gonzalez finally got assur- 
ances from the Army in 1964 
that steps were being taken 
to examine the program. 

One such step was a report 
entitled “Survey of Control, 
Security and Issue Proced- 
ures,” for which 5000 ques- 
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tionairejb^jwKBeir^ 
ciuSf^But only 1506 of these 
questionnaires were, used for 
1 the. rggggt- 

'BM^the report termed 
controls satisfactory, is said 
that ammunition storage fa- 
cilities “vary, from locked 
safes and footlockers to spe- 
cial concrete shelters. 

But more significant, critics 
of the program contend, were 
the answers to the Army’s 
question about what effect 
withdrawal of the supplies 
would have on the club’s ex- 
istence. A total of 82 per 
cent of those responding said 
it would be serioug. 

I Some club officers volun- 
teered opinions, too. A Penn- 
sylvania member suggested 
tlat “instead of investigating 
MRA rifle clubs, it would be 
M better idea to investigate 
Jpe gun. = teters. They . might 
lust be CppjftUufetttt^Eed.” 

Anddast year, an Army ma- 
jor general had an opinion to 
offer in a reply to another 
Gonzalez letter. 

Said the official: 

“The staff agency responsi- 
ble for the program is thor- 
oughly familiar with your 
views on this subject, as a re- 
sult of your previous com- 
ments to the press and on the 
floor of the House of Repre- 
sentatives.” 

Gonzalez shot off still an- 



other letter, in which he said: 
“Aside from your innuendos] 
about me personally, I find 
your answer totally non-re 
sponsnsp to my letter . . .” 

This drew an apology from 
the Army, and information 
fiat an independent research 
*rganization, Arthur D. Little 
o., was conducting an exhaus- 
:ive study of security meas- 
:res. 

But the Little report, which 
[fthe Army said would be eom- 
fpleted by the end of the year, 
Ihas yet to be made public. 
|“Obtaining the provisions of 
the contract . . . has been like 
pulling the tusk of a walrus,’ 
Gonzalez commented. 

Though he was informed at 
first — after several inquiries 
that the report was on a 
cost-plus basis of $7900, Gon- 
zalez said last week that con- 
tinued exchanges have re- 
vealed that th&JXS—LSt^Bend- 
feg“$W<MlQ0. for^he_jjtudy. 

“It seems to me to be quite 
a large amount of money for 
the Government to be paying 
to learn about its own pro- 
gram,” he remarked. 

The Dodd subcommittee also 
has voiced concern about the 
handling of the Army’s an- 
nually-sponsored National Rifle 
and Pistol Matches, held on 
Federal property. 



| A staff investigator reported 
tfcat at last year’s match at 
(%mp Perry, Ohio, the range 
was covered with signs lobby- 
ing against gun registration 
la^s now pending before the 
subcommittee. 

Posters advised participants 
and spectators to “Regis ter 
Communists, Not Krearms’ 
and'’"^* s TSHr e TSmfl-Not 

Sportspien— Beware of Gun 
Laws.” 

4 Army press kits also in- 
eluded reprints of NRA edi- 
torials criticizing the Dodd bill, 
|t was said. 

This year with continued 
feports from Klan witnesses 
Indicating that there may be 
a number of “front” gun clubs 
in the South, both Dodd and 
Gonzalez are watching to see 
any of them show up on 
%my lists — if _ the lawmakers 

ck. 



ever get any recori 



